Colloquium on Problems in International Security 

POLS BC3118x

Fall 2016
Thursdays 2:10–4:00pm in Milbank 227

Prof. Lisel Hintz

Lhintz@barnard.edu
Office Hours: Wednesdays 2:00–4:00pm and by appointment in 233 Lefrak Center
COURSE DESCRIPTION   

This class introduces students to a variety of ways of thinking about problems in international security. While we examine traditional “hard-core” issues such as interstate power struggles and nuclear proliferation, we broaden the definition of international security to include topics such as environmental and human security as pressing problems also in need of sustainable solutions. In doing so, we look at topical issues like climate change and refugee crises that are – at least in part – being caused by states and affect states, but which states fumble in finding unilateral and multilateral adequate strategies for addressing them. We will address challenges to international cooperation on problems of security from a number of contrasting International Relations (IR) theoretical approaches, including critical perspectives, using case studies from around the globe. 
We also problematize the domestic-international divide present in a lot of traditional IR theorizing, particularly in the subfield of security studies. We look at how identity conflicts such as ethnic and sectarian struggles spill over into the foreign policy arena, as well as how issues such as transnational terrorism and the globalization of information technology can pose threats to the national security of states irrespective of their status in the great power hierarchy. Using a variety of readings, dynamic discussion, and tailored assignments, the class will expand students’ knowledge of particular actors, issues, and cases, while also encouraging them to expand their ideas about what constitutes a problem of international security.
Student Learning Outcomes
Students who complete this course successfully will be able to:

*Demonstrate knowledge of academic and policy debates about a variety of key 
issues in international security


*Demonstrate empirical knowledge of selected historical and current cases that 
reflect the issues at stake in these debates


*Read critically to assess the explanatory value of competing perspectives on 
what constitutes a problem of international security, how best it should be 
handled, and who is responsible for doing so


*Synthesize facts and arguments across cases in order to reason critically and 
argue creatively in class discussions and in written assignments


*Find high-quality source material online and in the library, and master the arts of 
proper citation and bibliography construction

*Design, research, and write an analytical paper of 4000 words that makes a clear, 
compelling argument on a problem in international security selected by the 
student in consultation with the professor
Methods of Assessment

1. Attendance and Participation (20%): 
To facilitate productive discussion and active learning, students are expected to attend all classes; students with more than one unexcused absence will receive an automatic deduction in their participation grade. If a student is not able to attend a particular course meeting, Prof. Hintz must be notified in advance if at all possible, and an alternate assignment (for example, a one-page written summary and discussion of assigned course readings) must be completed in lieu of discussion participation for that day. Students are expected to have completed all assigned readings and come prepared with questions, critiques, and topics for discussion and debate. To make the most of this course, students are also expected to familiarize themselves with topical events involving issues of international security, and to be able to raise and critically address these issues as engaged participants. Students will be assessed based on the level and quality of their participation, as well as on their presentations and feedback to other students in the Paper Workshop held on the last day of class. 

2. 2,000-word Short Essay (20%): Due Monday, Oct 17 by noon 
Students will select one of three suggested topics drawn from material covered in the first five weeks of the term. Students will explore their selected topics in a short essay to be handed in via email to Prof. Hintz and in hard copy to her office mailbox (233 LeFrak Center) at the beginning of the seventh week. Structure of argument and quality of writing will both factor highly into the grade awarded. Written feedback will be provided for these short essays to assist students in preparing for the longer paper.

3. Research Proposal (20%): Due Monday, Nov 21 by noon
Students will submit a 3- to 4-page paper outlining their proposed research topic via email to the instructor and in hard copy to her office mailbox. The proposal will specify the research question and the case(s) being analyzed, offer potential arguments to answer the question, and explain how the question address a significant problem of international security. The proposal should include a preliminary bibliography of at least six sources. Written feedback will be provided to guide students in shaping their research and argumentation for the final paper.
4. 4,000-word Analytical Paper (40%): Due Monday, Dec 19 by noon 

The analytical essay will consist of an extended examination of one of the topics covered in the course. This paper will provide students with the opportunity to explore in depth an issue area that is of particular interest to them, develop an argument, and present research in support of that argument. The paper should demonstrate the student’s ability to engage at least one of the themes presented during the course. Whatever the topic, the paper must be analytical, in that it presents a well-reasoned argument and includes appropriate supporting evidence that is correctly cited; an essay that only contains description will not receive a top grade. The paper should show strong research and critical thinking skills, be well written in terms of grammar and structure, and include a full bibliography. Students are strongly encouraged to meet with the instructor to discuss their intended topics, and are expected to use feedback provided during the Paper Workshop in finalizing their argumentation. The essay must be submitted via email to Prof. Hintz and in hard copy by the deadline.

Senior Capstone Requirement 
In addition to the above requirements, all seniors who have designated this colloquium to 

fulfill their Senior Capstone requirement will be assigned peer partners, with whom they are expected to consult throughout the semester about their major paper assignment. Capstone seniors will hold additional meetings in the instructor’s office (mutually convenient times TBA) where peer partners will discuss and provide constructive mentoring and feedback on the topic statement and research proposal and methods. A portion of seniors’ class participation grade will reflect the quality of their work as peer partners. 

Capstone seniors will present a poster summarizing their research questions, arguments, and findings during the Paper Workshop, but papers will be due on Dec 19. A portion of seniors’ final research paper grade will reflect the quality of their presentations. The poster will also be displayed at the senior end-of-year party. The poster itself will not be graded, but the completion of a poster is required to receive a "Pass" for the senior requirement, and will factor into Departmental considerations for Senior Project Distinction.

Barnard Honor Code 
All assignments in this class are to be completed in accordance with the Barnard Honor Code, with expectations outlined in the following paragraph. Any student who violates the Honor Code will face dean’s discipline at her or his home college, and will earn a failing grade in the course. Students affirm that all work turned in is their own, and that they have fully and accurately cited every written source, including web-based sources and unpublished sources (such as prior student papers), used in their writing. Students are encouraged to consult with each other to get feedback as they are writing their major research papers and the intermediary assignments associated with the research papers, but no collaboration is allowed when writing the short papers on the assigned readings. All students receive in-depth briefings on plagiarism and proper citation techniques as part of their introductory days at Barnard and Columbia; any student who has any remaining questions about proper citation technique or about how to avoid plagiarism should discuss these questions and concerns with Prof. Hintz before turning in the assignment in question.

Technology in the Classroom

To reduce distractions for all students and provide the most productive learning environment possible, the use of laptops or tablets will not be permitted during class without permission from the instructor. Cell phones must be switched off for the duration of class and kept out of reach.
WEEKLY SUBJECT AND READINGS SCHEDULE
All are subject to change with 1-week notice. 

All readings will be posted for students; there is no need to purchase any books.
Some weeks look like they have lots of reading – some do! 

Others have several very short readings included. Come prepared!
Week 1, Sept 8. Course Introduction: What to Study? How to Study? The Case of Iran from Contrasting Perspectives
Readings: 
Colin Kahl and Kenneth Waltz. “Iran and the Bomb,” Foreign Affairs, Sept/Oct 2012: https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/iran/2012-07-17/iran-and-bomb.

Patricia Lewis. “Iran and Nuclear Restraint: Lessons from Elsewhere,” Chatham House Report, July 2015.
Wyn Bowen and Matthew Moran. “Living with Nuclear Hedging: The Implications of Iran’s Nuclear Strategy,” International Affairs, Vol. 91, No. 4, 2015.

Week 2, Sept 15. Balancing Acts? Polarity and International Security
Kenneth Waltz. “Structural Realism after the Cold War,” International Security, Vol. 25, No. 1, 2000.

Joseph Nye. “The Future of American Power: Dominance and Decline in Perspective,” Foreign Affairs, Vol. 89, No. 6, 2010.

Christopher Layne. “This Time Its Real: The End of Unipolarity and the Pax Americana, International Studies Quarterly, Vol. 56, No. 1, 2012.
Michael Beckley. “China’s Century? Why America’s Edge Will Endure,” International Security, Vol. 36, No. 3, 2011.
Andrew Nathan and Andrew Scobell, “How China Sees America: The Sum of Beijing’s Fears,” Foreign Affairs, Vol. 91, No. 5, 2012.
Week 3, Sept 22. Nuclear Proliferation, Deterrence, Disarmament
Thomas C. Schelling, “A World Without Nuclear Weapons?” Daedalus, Vol. 138, No. 4 (Fall 2009), pp. 124-129.

Scott D. Sagan, “Why Do States Build Nuclear Weapons? Three Models in Search of a Bomb,” International Security, Vol. 21, No. 3 (Winter 1996/97), pp. 54-86.

Kenneth N. Waltz, “Toward Nuclear Peace,” in Art and Waltz, eds., The Use of Force, 4th edition (University Press of America, 1993). 

Scott D. Sagan, “More Will Be Worse,” in Sagan and Waltz, The Spread of Nuclear Weapons: A Debate Renewed (New York: Norton, 2003).
Nina Tannenwald, “Normative Strategies for Disarmament,” Nik Hynek and Michal Smetana (eds) Global Nuclear Disarmament: Strategic, Political, and Regional Perspectives (London, UK: Routledge, 2016).

S. Paul Kapur and Sumit Ganguly. “India, Pakistan, and the Unlikely Dream of a Nuclear-Free Asia,” Nik Hynek and Michal Smetana (eds) Global Nuclear Disarmament: Strategic, Political, and Regional Perspectives (London, UK: Routledge, 2016).
Week 4, Sept 29. Identity and International Security I: State Actors
Peter Katzenstein. “Introduction,” Peter Katzenstein (ed) The Culture of National Security: Norms and Identity in World Politics (New York, NY: Columbia University Press, 1996).

Michael Barnett. “Identity and Alliances in the Middle East,” Peter Katzenstein (ed) The Culture of National Security: Norms and Identity in World Politics (New York, NY: Columbia University Press, 1996).
Lisel Hintz. “‘Take It Outside!’ National Identity Contestation in the Foreign Policy Arena,” European Journal of International Relations, Vol. 22, No. 2, 2016.
Jarrod Hayes. “Securitization, Social Identity, and Democratic Security: Nixon, India, and the Ties that Bind,” in International Organization, Vol. 66, No. 1, 2012.

Tom Casier. “Identities and Images of Competition in Overlapping Neighbourhoods: How EU and Russian Foreign Policies Interact,” in Licinia Simao and Remi Piet (eds) Security in Shared Neighborhoods (New York, NY: Palgrave Macmillan, 2016).

Week 5, Oct 6. Identity and International Security II: Non-State Actors
Erika Forsberg. “Polarization and Ethnic Conflict in a Widened Strategic Setting,” Journal of Peace Research, Vol. 45, No. 2, 2008.

David Mallet. Foreign Fighters: Transnational Identity in Civil Conflicts (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 2013). Skim Introduction, Read Ch. 1 “Why We Fight (Elsewhere).”
Bridget Coggins. “Friends in High Places: International Politics and the Emergence of States from Secessionism,” International Organization, Vol. 65, No. 3, 2011.

Daniel Byman. “Sectarianism Affects the New Middle East,” Survival, Vol. 56, No. 1, 2014. 
Graham Fuller. “The Kurdish Regional Web,” Ch. 22 in Turkey and the Arab Spring: Leadership in the Middle East (Bozorg Press, 2014).

Week 6, Oct 13. Environmental Security and Climate Change
Peter Hough. “Environmental Security,” in Peter Hough, Shahin Malik, Andrew Moran, and Bruce Pilbeam (eds) International Security Studies: Theory and Practice (New York, NY: Routledge, 2015).
Geoffrey Dabelko. “An Uncommon Peace: Environment, Development, and the Global Security Agenda,” In Ken Conca and Geoffrey Dabelko (eds) Green Planet Blues: Critical Perspectives on Global Environmental Politics (Boulder, CO: Westview Press, 2015).

Jaroslav Tir and Douglas Stinnett. “Weathering Climate Change: Can International Institutions Mitigate Water Conflict?” Journal of Peace Research, Vol. 49, No. 1, 2012.
Paul Wapner. “The Challenges of Planetary Bandwagoning,” Global Environmental Politics Vol. 11, No. 3: 137-144 (2011).
Joshua W. Busby, et al., “Climate Change and Insecurity: Mapping Vulnerability in Africa,” International Security, Vo. 37, No. 4 (Spring 2013), pp. 132-172.

Week 7, Oct 20. Technology and Security I: Problem Creating or Solving?
Charles L. Glaser, “Deterrence of Cyber Attacks and U.S. National Security,” CSPRI Report (June 2011).
 

Milton Mueller, Andreas Schmidt, and Brendan Kuerbis. “Internet Security and Networked Governance in International Relations,” International Studies Review, Vol. 15, No. 1, 2013.

Evgeny Morozov, “Liberation Technology: Whither Internet Control?” Journal of Democracy, Vol. 22, No.2 62-74 (2010).

Anne Kahl and Helena Puig Larrauri, “Technology for Peacebuilding,” Stability: International Journal of Security and Development, Vol. 2, No. 3, 2013.
Gabrielle Bardall, “Gender-Specific Election Violence: The Role of Information and Communication Technologies,” Stability: International Journal of Security and Development, Vol. 2, No. 3, 2013.
Week 8, Oct 27. Technology and Security II: Drones as Solution or Problem?
Daniel Byman. “Why Drones Work: The Case for Washington’s Weapon of Choice,” Foreign Affairs, Vol. 92, 2013.
Audrey Kurth Cronin. “Why Drones Fail: When Tactics Drive Strategy,” Foreign Affairs, Vol. 92, 2013.

Rosa Brooks. “Drones and the International Rule of Law,” Ethics and International Affairs, Vol. 28, No. 1, 2014.
John Kaag and Sarah Kreps. Drone Warfare (New York, NY: Polity Press, 2014). Chapters TBA. 
Read blog post and listen to podcast “The Psychology of Drone Strikes,” with Dr. Jacqueline Schneider, posted on Global Dispatches Podcast, 20 January 2016. Available at: http://www.globaldispatchespodcast.com/the-psychology-of-drone-strikes/
Week 9, Nov 3. Human Security I: Humanitarian Intervention (Libya and Syria) 
Daniel Byman and Taylor Seybolt. “Humanitarian Intervention and Communal Civil Wars: Problems and Alternative Approaches,” Security Studies, Vol. 13, No. 1, 2003.
Robert Pape. “When Duty Calls: A Pragmatic Standard of Humanitarian Intervention,” International Security, Vol. 37, No.1 (Summer 2012), pp. 41-80.

Thomas G. Weiss. “RtoP Alive and Well after Libya,” Ethics and International Affairs, Vol. 25, No. 3 (2011).
Füsun Türkmen. “From Libya to Syria: The Rise and Fall of Humanitarian Intervention?” Paper for ACUNS Annual Meeting at Kadir Has University, 2014. Accessible at http://goo.gl/KYWQcl.
 Week 10, Nov 10. Human Security II: Problems of Forced and Unforced Migration 
Anna Jonsson (ed.) Human Trafficking and Human Security (London, UK: Routledge, 2009). Chapters TBA.

Jennifer Lobasz. “Beyond Border Security: Feminist Approaches to Human Trafficking,” Security Studies, Vol. 8, No. 2, 2009.
Burcu Toğral. “Convergence of Securitization of Migration and ‘New Racism’ in Europe,” in Security, Insecurity, and Migration in Europe (London, UK: Routledge, 2016). 

Ahmet İçduygu. “Syrian Refugees in Turkey: The Long Road Ahead.” Report for the Transatlantic Council on Migration, April 2015. Report accessible at: http://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/syrian-refugees-turkey-long-road-ahead.
Rawan Arar, Lisel Hintz, and Kelsey P. Norman. “The Real Refugee Crisis Is in the Middle East,” The Washington Post, 14 May 2016.
Week 11, Nov 17. Library Research Skills Workshop. Meeting location TBA.


As Professor Hintz is attending the Middle East Studies Association conference this week, you will be given a workshop in library research skills by Social Sciences Librarian Jennie Correia (jcorreia@barnard.edu). This will include a presentation on using library resources and time for research on your final paper topic.
THANKSGIVING BREAK (Nov 24.)
Week 12, Dec 1. Terrorist Threats to International Security
Robert Pape. “The Strategic Logic of Suicide Terrorism,” American Political Science Review, Vol. 97, No. 3, 2003.

Charles Lister. “Profiling the Islamic State,” Brookings Doha Center Analysis Paper, 2014.
Aaron Zelin. “The War between ISIS and al-Qaeda for Supremacy of the Global Jihadist Movement,” Report from the Washington Institute for Near East Policy,” No. 20, Jun 2014.
Anthony Celso. “The Islamic State and Boko Haram: Fifth Wave Jihadist Terror Groups,” Report for the Foreign Policy Research Institute, 19 February 2015.
Aaron Stein and Michelle Foley. “The YPG-PYD Connection,” Report for The Atlantic Council, 26 January 2016. Available at: http://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/menasource/the-ypg-pkk-connection. Students unclear about references made in the article (to the battle for Kobani, for example) should click on and skim the hyperlinks. 

Week 13, Dec 8. Paper Workshop

Students will give an “elevator speech” (2-3 minutes) of their final paper topic to the whole class, and then will be placed into small groups based on proposed paper topic to discuss ideas for finalizing research, refining their argument, and structuring their final papers. Capstone seniors will give a more detailed presentation with a poster, but their papers will not be due until Dec 19th.
Final papers due at noon on Monday Dec 19 by email and in hard copy.
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